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To all the Confirmation Parents 
 
Dear Friends 
 
I wish you every blessing and grace for this new year of 2026. I hope it will be a happy 
and memorable time for all of you. 
 
Our celebration of Confirmation is now only a little over eight weeks away. I hope that it 
will be one of those memorable and joyous occasions of this year for you and your 
family. 
 
There are a few practical points about the ceremony that I would like to outline.  
 
The candidates will be seated in alphabetical order and the seats will be allocated 
beforehand. Each candidate will sit at the end of the bench and the sponsor will be 
seated alongside. After that each family can bring as many as can safely sit in the bench 
to join the candidate. While this may vary, according to the proportion of children and 
adults, the normal maximum is about 7 persons (including candidate and sponsor). At 
the earlier ceremony there will be a total of 31 candidates for 32 benches, which does 
not allow for any extra seats at the back. There will be slightly more spare seating room 
at the back at the second ceremony. Standing only space at the back of the church will 
also be limited. I would like to alert you all to this now before anyone assumes that there 
will be availability of space for guests outside those limited numbers. While I am sure 
that many of you would like to have more family and friends in attendance, it may not be 
possible on the day. 
 
Candidates are free to dress as they prefer but we do offer the possibility of wearing an 
alb that can be hired on the day from the parish. If anyone would like to avail of this, 
please contact the office before 14 February with height measurements to book an alb. 
As I have said already, however, the choice is entirely up to the individual family. 
 
Bishop Nulty will preside at the ceremony and the Confirmation will be a liturgy of the 
Word, without Mass. Again, it will be a dignified and gentle ceremony that focuses on the 
gift of the Spirit in the life of the Church and in the lives of these young people. 
 
On a practical level, we would ask each candidate to register at the door on arrival. I 
would suggest that people arrive about 20 minutes beforehand. There is limited parking 
in the carpark opposite the church. Normally only people with serious mobility issues 
park in the church grounds and we would ask everyone to respect that. If people with 
mobility issues are parking in the church grounds, we would ask them to be vigilant as 
there will be many high-spirited children and young people in the area. The entire area 



to the front of the church (tarmac drive and lawns) should be free from any parked cars. 
There is a single toilet available under the bell tower at the back of the church. 
 
Details have already been circulated of our times for the ceremony of light and the 
pledge, as well as confessions before Confirmation for candidates and any family 
members who wish to avail of the opportunity. 
 
Hopefully the weather will be clement and allow people to meet Bishop Nulty outside 
afterwards for a few words and some photographs. The daffodils should be in full bloom 
by then to provide a lovely backdrop! 
 
Best wishes to your parents and to your families! 
 
God bless! 
 
Fr. Seán 
 


